An Open Letter to the people of Perm, to the Perm Oxford Society, and especially to those
of you who already have friends in Oxford

We are members of the Oxford Perm Association, an independent friendly society for
anyone who is interested in Perm and in the culture of Russia. We have been working with
you for nearly thirty years on projects from classical ballet to medicine to social work. Above
all, hundreds of people from Oxford have lived with Perm families, and a similar number
from Perm have lived with Oxford families over those thirty years. The friendships forged
through these visits have been strong and long-lasting.

In 1995 Oxford City and Perm City were officially twinned. Our city administrations organised
seminars on problems that both cities shared and they provided grants for special visits
(such the young footballers from a deprived part of our city who came to Perm in 2017, and
who still remember the kindness and enthusiasm of your people as ‘one of the very best
experiences in their lives’). Soon after the outbreak of the present conflict with Ukraine,
Oxford City Council decided to end the official twinning link, at least until such time as there
is a proper peace agreement.

Members of the Oxford Perm Association regret this decision. Our official twinning has
always been a city-to-city relationship, and has never been involved in the political decisions
of our rulers. In Oxford we hate the destruction, the suffering and the deaths which are a
consequence of this horrible and complicated international struggle. We condemn any
actions which increase or prolong that suffering and we believe that the people of Perm are
just as eager for peace as we are. Oxford’s relationship with Perm is built on civic action and
projects, not on political decisions at the centre.

We also believe it is very important to keep open relationships between our cities, not just
for friendship but also for information. When hostilities break out, each side tells its own
story, and because they are different stories, the people on one side become isolated from
people on the other side. Today, it seems to us to be more important than ever to avoid such
dangerous isolation. We need to explain to each other, to learn from each other, and to keep
our friendships strong.

Members of the Oxford Perm Association want to co-operate with the people of Perm.
Realistically, since we are physically separated by conflict and sanctions, this co-operation
cannot mean visits between our cities at present. But it can mean developing personal
contacts and perhaps group contacts through emails, encrypted apps, and videos. We want
to hear from you about life in Perm, your feelings, your actions, your worries — through
those individual friends in Oxford to whom you write. If you have no personal friends in
Oxford, you can always keep in touch via our website www.oxfordperm.org If you can write
in English, it will be easier to find someone in Oxford who will write to you; but of course it is
possible to communicate in Russian.

We hope that the official city twinning will resume when peace is properly restored.
Meanwhile, please publish this letter wherever you can!

From Karen Hewitt, on behalf of your friends in the Oxford Perm Association and from many
other citizens of Oxford.



http://www.oxfordperm.org

Russian Translation

OTKpbiTOEe NUCbMO Xutenam NMepmu, obwecrtsy Nepmb-Okcdpopa n ocobeHHO Tem U3 Bac,
Y Koro ecTb apy3bsa B Okchopge.

Mbl — yneHbl accoumaumm Okcdopa-Nepmb, HE3aBUCMMOTO 06LLECTBa ApY3eN AN1A BCEX TEX,
KTO MHTepecyeTcs [epmbio 1 KynbTypoi Poccnmn. Mbl B TeYeHME NOYTM TPUALATU NEeT
paboTanu BMmecTe Haj, pa3HbIMU NPOEKTaMM, OT Knaccuyeckoro b6aneTa A0 COLMaNbHbIX U
MeANLMHCKMX nporpamm. [Tomnmo 3Ttoro, cotTHu xutenen Okchopaa u NMepmu Knnum 8
cembAX Apyr Apyra. [lpy»eckune cBA3u, BOSHUKLUNE U3 STUX BU3UTOB, BCeraa bb1am Kpenkumu
N HACTOALLUMM.

B 1995 roay Okcdopa n NMepmb odunumanbHO cTanu ropogamm-nobpatmmamu. flopoackume
aAMMHUCTPALLMM HALLWX FOPOAOB OPraHM30BbIBa/IM CEMMHapbI No Npobaemam, 0ANMHAKOBO
611M3KMM 060MM ropogam U NPeaoCcTaBAAIN TPaHTbl ANA 0COBEHHbIX CObbITUM (KaK,
Hanpumep, BU3UT Mmonogbix GyT6onncToB 13 Hebnaronony4yHoM YacTu Hallero ropoaa,
KoTopble npuexann B Nepmb B 2017 rogy 1 A0 cUX NOp BCNOMUHAIOT 406POTY 1 HTY3Ma3M
NEPMAKOB KaK «OA4HO U3 Ny4LINX COBbITUIA CBOEN KM3HM»). BcKope nocie Havyana KOHPAMKTA
B YKpauHe, fopoackoii CoseT OKcdopaa pelimn pasopsatb opmUnanibHbIe CBA3U MeXAY
HaWWMK ropoaamu, No KpamHen mepe 40 NOANUCAHUA NepeMUpUA.

YneHbl Accoumnaumm Okcdopa NMepmb UCKpeHHe coxanetoT 06 3Tom pelueHnun. bpaTtckme
CBA3M MeXAY HaWMMM ropoaaMmn HUKOTAa He 3aBUCEIN OT NOJIMTUYECKUX PELLUEHUIM HALNX
pykosoguTenei. Mol B OKchopae HeHAaBUAMM PaspyLUEHNA, CTPALAHUA U CMEPTU, KOTopble
CTa/In CNeACTBMEM 3TOM YXKAaCHOM U C/IOKHOM MeXAyHapoaHoN KoHPpoHTaumn. Mbl
ocyxpaem ntobble AeNcTBUA, KOTOPbIE MOTYT YBEIMYMBATb UM NPOAOAKATb 3TN CTPaSaHMA,
M Mbl BEPUM, YTO Ntoam B [epmu TaKKe KAYT MUPa, KaK U Mbl. BpaTckne oTHOLWEHMA MeXaY
Halwmmm ropogamm, mexay Okcdopaom m Nepmbio, NOCTPOEHbI NPEXAE BCEro Ha
rpaykAaHCKUX NPOEKTAX U MHULMATMBAX, @ HE HA MOIMTUYECKUX PELLEHNAX PYKOBOACTBA.

Mbl TaK}Ke BEPUM, YTO ceiyac 0COBEHHO BaXKHO COXPAHATb OTKPbITblE OTHOLLEHMA MEXKAY
HaLUMMM rOpOAaMM, He TONbKO ANA APYKECKMX KOHTAKTOB, HO U a1 obmeHa nHdopmaumen.
Korga nayt BoeHHble AeNCTBUA, KaXKaan CTOPOHA KOHGAINKTA NPUAEPKUBAETCA COOCTBEHHOM
BEPCUM COOLITUI, @ TaK KaK 3TU BEPCUM MOTYT CYLLECTBEHHO OT/IMYATLCA, NOAM NO Pa3Hble
CTOPOHbI bappuKaL CTAHOBATCA MU30/IMPOBAHHBIMW APYr OT Apyra. M ceiiyac Ham KaxkeTcs
0CO0HEeHHO BaXKHbIM MOCcTapaTbca n3beratb TaKoM onacHom M3onaumu. Ham Hy»KHO
pa3roBapuBaTh APYr C APYTOM, Y4MUTbCA APYT Y APYra U CTapaTbCA COXPaHUTb Hally APYXKOY
HeCMOTPA HU Ha 4To.

YneHbl Accounaumm OKchopa-Nepmb XOTAT COTPYAHMYATD C KuTenammu NMepmu. KoHeyHo,
Mbl OTAaem cebe OTUET, UTO ceryac, Korga Mbl pasgenieHbl KOHGAMKTOM U CAHKLMAMM, Mbl He
MoXKem Pu13nMyeckn nocewatb Apyr Apyra. Ho Mbl MOXKeM pa3BMBaATb IMYHbIE KOHTAKTbI,
KOHTaKTbl MeXAy pa3HbIMU rpynnamm N04er ¢ MOMOLLbIO 3N1EKTPOHHbIX Nncem, 6e30nacHbIX
NPUNOXKEHNN nAn Buaeo. Mbl XOTUM y3HaBaTb OT BaC O BalLen Kn3Hu B [lepmu, 0 Bawmnx
YyBCTBaXx, BallMX AENCTBUAX, BALLMX NEPEXMBAHMAX — OT Tex apy3en B Okchopae, KoTopbim
Bbl Nuwerte. Ecan y Bac HeT anuHbix gpy3sen B Okcdopae, Bbl BCerga moxerte CBA3aTbCA C
Hamu Yyepes Haw canT www.oxfordperm.org Ecnu Bbl BAageeTe aHIMNIACKUM A3biIKOM, byaeT
npoute HanTn B OKkchopae Toro, KTO BaM OTBETUT; HO, KOHEYHO, Bbl MOXKeTe NUCaTb U Nno-
PYCCKM.



http://www.oxfordperm.org

Mbl 04eHb Hageemcs, YTo oduUManbHble BPATCKUE CBA3M MEXKAY HALMMK ropodamu byayT
BOCCTAHOBJ/IEHbI, KOTAA BHOBb HAaCTYyNUT MUP. A NOKa, NOXanyincra, ny6ankyiiTe 3To NMCbMO
BE3/€, rAe NOCYMTaeTe BO3MONKHbIM.

Ot KapeH XblouT, OT UMeHM Balux apysein B Accoumaumnm Okcdopa-Nepmb 1 0T MHOTUX
apyrux *kutenen Okcdopaa



